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Rationale

Attendance at preschool or school is not compulsory in SA until the year a child turns six. However, as
research shows, success in learning is directly proportional to regular attendance and participation in
education programs. We support all children to attend our services on a regular basis and to
successfully participate and complete their education program. Ensuring regular attendance at
preschool is a shared responsibility between parents/caregivers and educators.

What You Can Expect
•
•

Children are entitled to access four terms of preschool in the year before they start school
Aboriginal children and children under Guardianship of the Minister are entitled to attend
preschool once they turn three. Children with additional needs may be able to start preschool
two terms before they would normally start
• If your child turns four before May 1, they can start preschool on the first day of Term One in
that year. If your child turns four on or after May 1, they can start preschool on the first day of
Term One the following year
• All families will be provided with information about the centres procedure for recording
planned non-attendance
• If a child is regularly absent a staff member will attempt to make a time for a face to face
meeting with the family to discuss the importance of regular attendance and plan strategies
with the family to improve attendance
• Families of children who are absent without prior notice for two weeks will be contacted and
assisted to improve attendance if required. Please note that extended absences may result in
preferred session times being given to other families
Children will only leave the premises:
• With a parent, person authorised by a parent or someone authorised in writing by a parent or
an authorised nominee
• If written authorisation is provided for an excursion
• In the event of an emergency
• When a child is left at the completion of a session their contacts will be approached in
preference order. If no satisfactory pick-up arrangements are made by the end of the
afternoon session, when possible, the child will be placed in the Ardtornish Out of School Hours
Care – please note that this is at the parent’s cost.

What We Expect
•

Before enrolling your child you will need to place their name on the waiting list at the
preschool. The success of your application depends on the places available at the time.
Government preschools and kindergartens in South Australia are guided by the DECD’s
preschool enrolment guidelines and policy
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•
•
•

Families or carers will sign the attendance record at the time their child arrives, and when their
child leaves the preschool
Term fees are due by week four and include all periods of absence. If there are difficulties
paying fees please discuss your situation with the Director to make suitable arrangements
A parent or authorised person will collect their children at the end of their booked session. If
there is an unforseen delay, the parent will contact the preschool as soon as possible
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